Delico P “Bill” ’38 STREETER, 1919 ~ 2013
Delico P “Bill” STREETER, Age 94, of Boise, ID, formerly of Coeur d’Alene, passed away,
August 15, 2013. He was born in Belmont, ID on March 4, 1919; during his youth his family
moved to Coeur d’Alene and he graduated from IHM Academy in 1938. A World War II Army
Veteran in 1943-46, after the war he attended North Idaho Junior College.
He received the Carnegie Medal (Carnegie Hero Fund) award in November of 1951 for saving
five from drowning, when he noticed the car ahead of him plunged into Lake Coeur d’Alene. At
the time, he was on a date with his fiancé, Ruth Sprenger. They later married at St Thomas
Catholic Church in June of 1952.
Bill loved watching sports and enjoyed hunting, hiking, boating and fishing. A loving father,
husband, grandfather and friend to all. After retiring in 1981, he spent the winters in Yuma, AZ
for many years, where he enjoyed playing horseshoes, card games and making new friends.
Survivors include twin daughters, Jeneen STREETER, Boise, and Janet (Steve) KEMPINSKI,
Seneca SC; One sister, Rose MILOT, Vero Beach FL and numerous nieces and nephews. Bill
has joined in heaven twelve of his siblings and is reunited with his favorite dance partner, his
wife Ruth and one and only grandson Shad.
A celebration of life service, for both Ruth and Bill, will be held at 11:00 am on October 2, 2013
at St. Thomas Catholic Church, in Coeur d’Alene, burial at St. Thomas Catholic Cemetery, and
luncheon to follow. In Ruth and Bill’s memory, donations may be given to St. Thomas Catholic
Church, 919 East Indiana Ave. Coeurd’Alene, ID 83814.
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DELICO P. STREETER
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Delico P. Streeter saved Margaret M.; Karen Ann; and George S. Coffey, and Francis J. Adams
from drowning, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, November 20, 1951. At night in heavy fog a sedan in
which Mrs. Coffey, 29, her five children, and Adams, 33, aluminum tapper, were riding plunged
into Lake Coeur d'Alene from a highway and sank in cold water 30 feet deep. George, 3, who
wore a buoyant jacket, was thrust outside the sedan by his mother; and they and four of the
others rose to the surface at scattered points in deep water. Adams was unconscious. Another son
swam to the bank. Streeter, 33, clerk, alighted from his automobile on the highway, ran sliding
30 feet down the bank to the edge of the water, and dimly sighted the heads of the passengers.

Removing only his overcoat, he stepped from the bank and swam 12 feet to Mrs. Coffey. She
placed one hand on his head and attempted to lift herself, causing Streeter to submerge. He rose
and taking hold of Mrs. Coffey towed her to the bank. Swimming 14 feet from the bank, Streeter
reached Adams and towed him to the bank. Streeter swam 20 feet to Karen, who had trod water
to stay afloat, and returned to the bank towing her. Peering over the surface, Streeter saw George,
3, and his six-year-old sister, who had been carried 50 feet from the bank. Streeter by then was
chilled and winded, but without pausing he began to swim toward George. The driver of another
automobile stopped and directed a spotlight on the water. Streeter reached George, who flung his
arms around Streeter's neck but did not impede him seriously. The other driver descended the
bank and entered the water. Streeter swam to the bank with George and carried him to the
highway as the other man towed the sister to safety. The sedan was raised to the surface two days
later, and the body of the other Coffey child was recovered. The Coffeys and Adams had no
lasting ill effects. Streeter, who had been in the water 15 minutes, was badly chilled but
recovered. 42430-3805

